College Prep English: A Thematic Approach

As we explore literature in an attempt to answer these guiding questions, our year will be arranged thematically exploring the following stories:
1. Classic Tragedies: “We are born to suffer.”
-The Epic of Gilgamesh
-The Oedipus Cycle (Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone)

- Beowulf

2. British Literature
-The Wife of Bath
- Hamlet
- King Lear

- Great Expectations
3. Atypical American Experiences
- Short Story Focus / Einstein’s Dreams
- The Great Gatsby
- Raisin in the Sun
- The Bell Jar/Feminine Literature Focus
4. Male & Female Empowerment: “In search of self.”
- I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
- A Streetcar Named Desire
- Selected Poems
- The Stranger
Our ultimate goal by the end of this year is not only to improve your thinking, reading, and writing skills, but to explore who we are as people…who am I? What do I stand for? What do I value? What path will I take after high school? What is my place in the world?
Year-Long Guiding Questions:


What does it mean to be human? What does the human experience mean?








